
 
MINUTES 

REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING 
TUESDAY, AUGUST 17, 2010 

6:30 PM 
 

***************************************************** 
 
{Summary minutes of City Council meeting.  Audio tapes of the meeting are on file and are included by reference as part of this 

meeting.  An agenda of this meeting has been either mailed or made available to persons, organizations and local news media as per 

their request.  The agenda gives the date, time and place of the meeting as well as the order of business.  This disclosure is in 

compliance with the South Carolina Code of Laws of 1976, Section 30-4-80 (e).} 

 

 

The regular council meeting was held on August 17, 2010 at 6:30 PM at the City 
Municipal building with the following present: 
 
COUNCIL:    Mayor Pro Tem Keith Henderson, Councilmembers Tommie Hill, Sr.; 
Robert Garner, Ricky Harris, Orangelow Ruff and Andy Bailey.  Mayor Thompson was 
absent.            
 
CITY ATTORNEY:  Billy Whitney was absent. 
 
DEPARTMENTAL STAFF: Gloria Rogers – Municipal Clerk/Personnel Director; Sam 
White, - Public Safety Director; Perry Harmon – Public Service Director;   Walker 
Gallman – Finance Director; Joe Nichols – Utility Director, Laura Hembree – 
Accounting Supervisor and Mike Petrie - Maintenance Shop Director.   
 
NEWS MEDIA:      Derrick Vanderford – Union Times, Graham Williams – Union 
County News and Steve Ramsey – WBCU Radio 
 
OTHERS:      David Brewington, Tammy Brewington, Heather Gregory, Dean Gregory,  
Ashley Harrold, Torance Inman and Benjamin Powles 
    
 
1. CALL TO ORDER 
 

Mayor Pro Tem Henderson called the meeting to order.  Invocation was given by 
Councilmember Ruff. The pledge of allegiance was given by all present.  The roll 
was called by Municipal Clerk Gloria Rogers. 

  
  
2. MINUTES 
 

A. July 20, 2010 - Public Hearing 
B. July 20, 2010 - Regular Council Meeting 
 

 
MOTION by Councilmember Bailey to accept minutes as presented. 
SECOND by Councilmember Hill. 
CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 

 
 
3. COMMUNICATIONS 
 

A. Monthly Reports 
 

MOTION by Councilmember Ruff to accept monthly reports. 
SECOND by Councilmember Garner. 
CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 
 
B. 1.  Retirement Award - David C. Brewington 
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Chief Sam White recognized David C. Brewington for 20 years of service 
with the City of Union Public Safety Department. 

 
 
4. BUSINESS 
 

A.        ORDINANCE – 2ND  READING – FLOOD DAMAGE PREVENTION 
 

Before the City can submit an application to participate in the National 
Flood Insurance program, an ordinance must be adopted by City Council.  
Adoption of this ordinance will help to promote the public health, safety, 
and general welfare and to minimize public and private losses due to flood 
conditions.  City Council passed 1st reading of the ordinance at its July 
regular meeting. 
 
MOTION by Councilmember Garner to pass 2nd reading. 
SECOND by Councilmember Hill. 
CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 
 

 
B. DISCUSSSION/MOTION – COMMUNITY CHANGE HEATING & 

COOLING ASSISTANCE 
 
Community Change was an idea of City Council back in 1993 to be able 
to generate funds to assist in providing food and shelter to the needy.  This 
was accomplished for many years by an agreement with the Salvation 
Army.  After a few years the fund balance in this account grew to the point 
that it exceeded our obligation to the Salvation Army.  With the excess 
funds City Council voted to set up a heating assistance program for the 
needy.  Again, we partnered with the Salvation Army as well as Carolina 
Community Actions.  These organizations worked together to administer 
this program.  Last year fifty (50) utility customers received assistance in 
the amount of $5,000.  Since the termination of our shelter agreement with 
the Salvation Army, June of 2009, the Community Change fund balance 
has grown to approximately $21,000.  After much discussion as to the best 
use for these funds, the Mayor and staff recommend to Council to 
continue the winter heating assistance and add a summer cooling 
assistance for FY 2011.  This year the summer cooling assistance would 
be for City of Union customers (electric only) receiving bills September 1, 
2010 thru October 31, 2010.  The winter heating assistance will be the 
same as last year, bills received January 1, 2011 thru April 30, 2011.  Each 
season, a customer who qualifies will receive up to $100.  No customer 
should receive more than $200 in any one fiscal year.  Also, council may 
want to discuss whether or not to require the recipients of this assistance to 
participate in the Community Change Program to be eligible.  Use of these 
funds to help with heating and cooling bills is in keeping with what we 
have always said funds will be used for.  Assistance will continue based 
on the availability of funds.  The Salvation Army and Carolina 
Community Actions have indicated that they are willing to qualify 
applicants for the assistance as appropriated.  The Salvation Army and 
Carolina Community Actions have indicated that they are willing to 
qualify applicants for the assistance as appropriated.  Should Council 
agree to renew the release of Community Change fund to assist City 
Utility customers, a motion is required.   
 
MOTION by Councilmember Garner to renew the release of Community 
Change fund to assist City Utility customers. 
SECOND by Councilmember Bailey. 
CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 
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City Council briefly discussed whether customers who did not participate 
in the Community Change Program are eligible to receive assistance. 
 
MOTION by Councilmember Ruff stating that only customers 
participating in the Community Change Program be eligible to receive 
assistance. 

  SECOND by Councilmember Garner. 
  FOR:  Henderson, Ruff, Hill and Garner. 
  OPPOSE:  Harris and Bailey 
 
 

C. DISCUSSION/MOTION – FORM A NEEDS ASSESSMENT 
COMMITTEE FOR THE PURCHASE OF A NEW FIRE TRUCK 
 
Chief Sam White states that Public Safety has some concerns about the 
age and the condition of the fire truck.  One truck is 25 years old; one is 18 
and two are 15 years old.  Chief White recommends forming a Needs 
Assessment Committee for the replacement of a fire truck and for long 
range planning.  Chief White recommends Finance Director Walker 
Gallman; Maintenance Shop Director Mike Petrie; Fire Commander Larry 
Robinson; himself and at least two councilmembers.    Councilmember 
Ruff nominated Councilmember Garner to serve on the committee and 
Councilmember Bailey nominated Mayor Pro Tem Henderson. 
 
MOTION by Councilmember Hill to accept Needs Assessment 
Committee recommendations for Fire Truck Purchase.  
SECOND by Councilmember Bailey. 
CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 
 
 

5. ANNOUNCEMENT BY MAYOR & COUNCIL 
 
 None 

 
 
6. PUBLIC COMMENT: 
 

A. Please address the Mayor and Council from the lectern and state your 
name and address for the record.  (Please limit your comments to 3-5 
minutes) 

 
Benjamin Powles of 102 Green Street (Mill Hill area), addressed City 
Council.  He states that a landlord is renting property without CO and the 
tenants are trying to fix up the property. 

 
 
7. ADJOURNMENT 
 
 MOTION by Councilmember Bailey to adjourn. 
 SECOND by Councilmember Hill. 
 CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 
 
 
Council meeting adjourned at 7:00 P.M. 
 
________________________________ 
Gloria J. Rogers, Municipal Clerk 
 
 
 
 
Minutes approved _______________________ 2010 
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