
MINUTES 

COUNCIL WORKSHOP 

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 17, 2021 

6:00 P.M. 

 

***************************************************** 
{Summary minutes of City Council meeting.  Audio tapes of the meeting are on file and are included by reference as part of this meeting.  An 

agenda of this meeting has been either mailed or made available to persons, organizations and local news media as per their request.  The agenda 

gives the date, time and place of the meeting as well as the order of business.  This disclosure is in compliance with the South Carolina Code of 

Laws of 1976, Section 30-4-80 (e).} 

 

 

 

A council workshop meeting was held on Wednesday, February 17, 2021 at 6:00 P.M. at the City 

Municipal building with the following present: 

 

COUNCIL:     Mayor Harold Thompson, Mayor Pro Tem Robert Garner, Councilmembers 

Tommy Anthony, Vicki Morgan, Ricky Todd Harris, Pamela Sloss and Gregg Addison                  

 

 

DEPARTMENTAL STAFF: Gloria Rogers – Municipal Clerk/Human Resource Director;  Joe 

Nichols – City Administrator - Finance Director – Laura Hembree; and Rebecca Lance – 

Accounting Supervisor  

 

NEWS MEDIA:       Chris Woodson – WBCU Radio 

 

OTHERS:    Kathy Teague, Steven Allen, Dan O’Shields and Lee Mosely 

 

 

1. CALL TO ORDER 

 

Mayor Thompson called the meeting to order.  He gave the invocation.  The pledge of 

allegiance was given by all present.  The roll was called by Municipal Clerk Gloria 

Rogers. 

  

 

2. BUSINESS   

 

  

          1.   DISCUSSION – FUTURE CITY PROJECTS             

 

City Administrator Joe Nichols addressed council.  He reviewed projects that have     

been completed as of January 2021. 

 

  -  Awnings on Main Phase I and II 

  -  The Depot With Benches, Planters and Table 

  -  Painting All Poles & Street –Signal- Decorative Light on Main Street 

             -  Tennis Courts Foster Park 

             -  Utility Monarch Phase IV CDGB 

             -  Assisted with Carlisle Lift Stations Grant Process $1.2 Million County Project 

            -  Firetruck Grant CDBG  

  -  Replace of all Water lines in City View Area 

             -  River Pump Motor Control Centers replacement for number 3 & 4 

  -  Aqua Lane Pump Upgrade, Still Need to Finish SCADA 

             -  Storm Water Repairs N. Mountain 

             -  Sewer Line Repairs Union Blvd. Emergency 

             -  Water Line Repairs 16 Inch Duncan Bypass Emergency 

             -  House Demo - Have Environment Bid  

           

              Next the City Administrator discussed ongoing projects.  They are as follows: 

 

- Moorer Park Shed Benches and Grills 

- Peggy’s House beside City Hall parking lot to upgrade City Hall’s parking lot 
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- Environmental & Demo City part:  108 E. Lee St., 301 S. Pinckney St. 

      527 Thompson Blvd. & 103 Hillside Drive 

- Splash Pad and Fountains at Foster Park 

- Applying for CDBG and RIA and EDA Funding on Major Sewer Projects 

- Restaurant Downtown Main St. - Term Sheet 

 

The City Administrator s asked if there is anyone from council that had any projects that 

they might want to add to a project list.   

 

         Councilmembers gave list of projects that they want added to the future projects list: 

 

       -    Fairforest Hotel- I, II, III, IV (Landmark) 

             -    Lighting around walking trails at Foster Park 

             -    Widen the drive at Foster Park for parking; amphitheater; Stephanie Kitchens 

             -    Dog Park 

             -    Breezeway to access parking behind MSJ 

             -    Signage throughout the City (street signs, large entryway signs) 

             -    Blue Sky –Mural (Improve and want to look at building contract) 

             -    Local artists to paint sides of buildings in the City; art pieces at the corners of  

                             Main  

             -   Streets and Sidewalks 

-   City maintenance street sweeping 

-  Trees on Main Street 

            -   Rails to Trails project 

                        -   Employee directory 

                        -   Filling every store front on Main Street, either with a business or wrapping 

-   Policy on alleyways 

-   Look at the appointed boards 

-   Broadband/WiFi 

-   Clothes bins  

-   Office for Council @ City Hall (Wireless Printer)  

-   Code Enforcement 

-   Replace flags on Main Street (Public Safety) 

-   Museum location 

 

 Mayor Thompson asked if anyone from the general public want to speak on any projects. 

 

Lee Mosley, Pastor of Union Presbyterian Church addressed council regarding a bike riding trail.  

Rev. Mosley has been investigating the locations here in Union where there are old railroad beds 

that would make a suitable bike riding trail.  He also visited a Tyron, N.C. where they have a 

bike riding trail; did research on other towns where they have Rails To Trails.  He said that there 

is funding for Rail to Trails projects that could help with getting a bike riding trail in Union.  He 

feels this will be good for the economy here if Union had a Rail To Trails. 

 

Dan O’Shields of Circle Drive addressed council.  He states that he is real pleased that the Blue 

Sky Mural repairs was mentioned tonight, as well as working with local artist in Union for other 

projects.  Also he is pleased with the work that is being done on Main Street. 

 

Chris Woodson, of WBCU Radio Station addressed council.  He states that he wants clarification 

of some of the things that council discussed.  Chris asked what is council looking to do with the 

Fairforest rental property in the project section.  Councilmember Morgan states that council 

wants to purchase the hotel from Landmark by buying them out of their lease.  She further states 

that she would love to see something very similar to what they have in Greenville.  The Marriott 

Hotel would be on the bottom three floors and the top floor would be student housing.  That 

would give additional student housing for the University.  Chris feels that it was a bad idea for 

the Museum to rent property underneath the rental property.  Councilmember states that she 

would like to add the Museum to the list for looking at a different location.  Next Chris asked for 

clarification on “Clothes Bins”.  Councilmember Morgan states that the ordinance is not talking 

about the Salvation Army or Goodwill.  The ordinance is referring to clothes bins that you see at 

every convenient store parking lot.  They are owned by people from other states.  He next 

discussed the walking trails, the Rails to Trails and the possible dog park and the amphitheater at 

Foster Park.  He feels that if you got a study done there are ways to combine everything.  Chris 
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states that about 10 years ago, Mr. Bill Graham presented a proposal to City Council that 

mimicked what they have in Tyron, N.C.  He had an idea for amphitheater.  It was not going to 

be where the existing amphitheater is.  It was going to be across the street right there where the 

back drop was going to be part of that rail bed.  There are ways to do those projects and if they 

are going to be done from the City standpoint, he would make that the central focus of it and then 

go out toward Buffalo and out towards Monarch.  There could be a dog park where the old 

swimming pool was; combine that walking trail back around with either over the road or under 

the road bridge to the Amphitheater to the rails. He states there are ways to do it and there are 

resources and Council need to talk to Mr, Graham about doing a comprehensive study.  These 

things have been talked about for years.  He may have all that information in a file.  Chris states 

that those things are just his opinion. 

     

Councilmember Harris states that Main Street is a great walking trail.  He asked how hard it 

would be to map out Main Street area with markers for distance for right now.    He states that if 

you had people walking on Main Street, you may have more businesses want to stay open later 

which would create more business.  

 

Mayor Thompson asked if there was anything else. 

 

There was none. 

 

Staff will add project item that was discussed.   

 

 

 

     

3.      ADJOURNMENT 

 

         MOTION by Mayor Pro Tem Garner 

         SECOND by Councilmember Craig 

         CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 

 

 

Council meeting adjourned at 7:34 P.M. 

 

 

 

 

________________________________ 

Gloria J. Rogers, Municipal Clerk 

 

 

 

Minutes approved _______________________ 2019 


